EMSSAB CHAIRS
Bi-Monthly Conference Call

Thursday, December 15, 2005

3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Participants
Chairs/Representatives:
Fernald Sue Walpole
Hanford Todd Martin
Idaho David Kipping, Shannon Brennan, Lisa Aldrich
Nevada Kathleen Peterson
NNM J.D. Campbell, Grace Perez
Oak Ridge Norm Mulvenon, Rhonda Bogard, Pete Osborne, Spencer Gross
Paducah Jeannie Brandstetter
Rocky Flats Gerald DePoorter, Ken Korkia
Savannah River Jean Sulc, Gerri Fleming
DOE representatives:
EM-30.1 Melissa Nielson, Doug Frost, Patricia Atkinson-Brown

OPENING REMARKS
Melissa Nielson welcomed everyone.

NEW BUSINESS
Update on LLW and MLLW Strategy

Christine Gelles, Director, Office of Commercial Disposition Options, passed along the
thanks of Frank Marcinowski, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Logistics and Waste
Disposition Enhancements, to the Nevada Board for its support in getting the permit
changes for Nevada that will enable DOE to initiate off-site mixed low-level waste
(MLLW) shipments beginning in January 2006. Mr. Marcinowski also acknowledged
the receipt of the letter from six of the SSABs regarding DOE’s policy for retrieval of
buried transuranic (TRU) waste and other issues. He will be working to respond to the
letter in the upcoming weeks.

DOE has collected life-cycle data. There are still a few medium-sized sites that have not
provided data. DOE is reviewing the data, passing back a substantive list of questions for
clarification, and working through configuration control for the data. The data is
expected to have a number of uses, so it is important that there is rigorous quality control.
It is a very deliberative process.



Preliminary analysis of the data indicates the vast majority of the low-level waste (LLW)
inventory has been disposed. The majority of the remaining inventory is in the soil piles
at Mound and the scrap metal piles at Paducah. The soil piles at Fernald are being
worked off now. By the end of 2006 there will be virtually nothing except the Paducah
scrap metal pile. These inventories do not include the DOE materials storage areas at the
Gaseous Diffusion Plant, some scrap metals, and some specific D&D volumes. If DOE
has not approved a life cycle baseline for a project, those volumes are not included in this
inventory. Another gap is the estimate of buried TRU waste that may be retrieved and
found to be LLW.

DOE is working through the uncertainties in the data to have a comparable data set
among the sites, which will be used to populate the disposition maps which will be
published in our FY 2007 Congressional budget request.

The expected date for the preliminary draft is March 2006. This will be a draft of the
strategy with some volume information in tabular form, along with maps.

The GAO published a report on DOE’s LLW life-cycle cost analysis of disposal sites. In
response, the Appropriations subcommittee requested a report on the corrective actions
DOE is taking in response to the GAO report findings. The requested Report to Congress
is due by February 17, 2006, on the corrective actions to improve oversight and
strengthen DOE’s guidance related to life-cycle cost analyses. Sites most impacted are
Idaho, Paducah, and Brookhaven.

Under the proposed EM Headquarters reorganization, there is an intent to form an office
for disposition strategy that will focus on the national strategies that have been discussed
during the past 12-18 months.

EM Headquarters Reorganization

Ms. Nielson provided an overview of the proposed EM Reorganization at Headquarters.
Jim Rispoli and Charlie Anderson will remain as Assistant Secretary and Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary. Reporting directly to them will be an office dealing with
project recovery and the Chief of Staff. Chief Operating Officer Ines Triay will have
responsibility for all Field Managers. There also will be organizations focused on safety
and management, safeguards and security, site support, and small projects.

Although not the official titles, the staff organization will have Deputy Assistant
Secretaries for the following areas:

- Program planning and budget

- Acquisition and project management

- Engineering and technology

- Regulatory and compliance issues

- Human capital and business services



The Office of Internal/External Coordination will report to the DAS for Regulatory and
Compliance.

Ms. Nielson recommended that anyone wishing additional information should check the
EM Website regularly. In addition, she promised that as additional information becomes
available, she will notify the Chairs.

Minutes from the October Chairs’ Conference Call

Ms. Nielson stated that the minutes of the October Chairs’ Conference Call are ready to
be posted on the EM Website. EM received comments from some of the sites. If anyone
else has comments, they should contact Doug Frost or Patricia Atkinson-Brown by
December 16.

Planning for Next Chairs’ Meeting

Mr. Frost noted that planning is already under way for the next meeting, which will be
held April 27-28, 2006 in Oak Ridge. A draft agenda will be sent to the Chairs prior to
the next Chairs’ Call in February 2006.

Topics under discussion for the agenda include lessons learned from closure sites, budget,
a presentation from Mr. Rispoli or Mr. Anderson, an update on Waste Disposition
Strategies from Christine Gelles, and other issues brought up by the Chairs.

The next planning committee conference call is set for January 12, 2006, at 3:00p.m.
EST.

Letter from the Chairs to Mr. Rispoli

Mr. Kipping provided an overview of the letter sent to Mr. Rispoli. It was signed by six
of the nine boards (Oak Ridge, Paducah, Rocky Flats, Nevada, Savannah River, and
Northern New Mexico). Three sites did not sign (Hanford, Fernald, and Idaho).

Mr. Martin stated that some members of the Hanford Board had problems with the
language concerning the high-level waste repository and that members of the Board from
Oregon adamantly opposed the language. The Idaho Board was concerned about the
issue of disposal of pre-1970 buried waste and could not endorse the letter. The Fernald
Board essentially abstained.

SITE SUMMARIES

Savannah River — Jean Sulc

- The Board’s number one issue is delay in the construction of the Salt Waste
Processing Facility, which in turn increases risk to workers and the environment
at the Tank Farm. This is due to DOE accepting the Defense Nuclear Facilities



Safety Board (DNFSB) recommendation that the Salt Waste Processing Facility
be built to conform with Category 3, which means it meets earthquake mobility
standards.

- It will be up to everyone — the regulators, DOE, contractors and the CAB — to
work together to protect the Tank Farms and recapture some of the lost schedule
for construction.

- The lesson learned for any new construction around the complex is to involve
DNFSB early in the process.

- The CAB recently held elections. Karen Patterson is the new Chair; Donna
Antonucci is the new Vice Chair.

- There will be elections in January for eight new spots.

Hanford — Todd Martin

- The Army Corps of Engineers issued a report on the Waste Treatment Plant
which reported significant management difficulties in DOE and contractor
performance. The result will be delays in schedule and increases in cost. The
Board is looking at the ripple effect of the delays.

- The Board is initiating a public process for the CERCLA Five Year Review.

- The Board will continue using the services of its incumbent contractor,
Envirolssues, on its new facilitation contract.

- The Board is concerned about budget impacts at Hanford. There have been more
than 1,000 layoffs, and the site is losing institutional knowledge. There is also
concern that the layoffs may impact health and safety at the site.

- The Board will be holding a Health and Safety tutorial at its next meeting.

Rocky Flats — Ken Korkia

- The official closure of Rocky Flats occurred on December 8.

- The Board hopes to be involved with the regulatory closure of the site, which is
ongoing.

- Funding for the Board was expected to be $200K. DOE is planning to provide
$50,000. The Board will be meeting with the Site Manager to try to resolve this.

Paducah — Jeannie Brandstetter

- The Board had its retreat in early November and decided to merge the Waste and
Water Subcommittees.

- The Bechtel-Jacobs remediation contract has been extended for another three
months.

Oak Ridge — Rhonda Bogard
- Jim Rispoli met with the Board’s Chair, Kerry Trammell, in October to discuss

various issues.
- Cleanup is progressing at the K-25 site.



In all, 81 buildings have been demolished in the past year. The Board is
monitoring how the land is cared for after the buildings come down.

The Haul Road construction project is behind schedule and well over budget
($20M vs. original budget of $12M). The road should be completed by March
2006.

The Board will be making a recommendation on independent verification
processes relating to the East Tennessee Technology Park.

Northern New Mexico — J. D. Campbell

The Board is working on groundwater monitoring wells, working with the
Environmental Protection Agency and Los Alamos National Laboratory.

The Site Manager, Ed Wilmot, has indicated his support for the Board.

The Board is pursuing integration of the natural resources damage assessment
with cleanup. Governor Richardson sent a letter to Secretary Bodman in October
requesting reactivation of the council to work on the natural resources damage
assessment in New Mexico.

Nevada — Kathleen Peterson

On December 3, the Board held a retreat and administrative meeting where new
officers were elected. The Board developed its work plan for next year.

The Diversity Committee is recruiting new members.

The Underground Test Area Committee is looking at groundwater flow paths and
the potential for offsite migration of contamination.

The Budget Committee has been reconstituted. The Board will be developing
budget priorities for FY 2008.

Idaho — David Kipping

The Board will be replacing three members via interim appointment in January
2006. There will be three new appointments in May 2006 replacing members
who have reached their term limits.

The Board’s new officers were elected at the November Board meeting. Their
terms begin in May 2006, allowing them time to observe and learn before
beginning their jobs.

The Board reviewed the Seven Year Cleanup Plan through 2012. The Board will
ask for more in-depth information, including presentations from the site.

On the Tank Farm Cleanup, there is liquid left in three of the tanks. The question
is how to treat this waste and turn it into a solid form for disposition. DOE has
chosen steam reforming as the preferred technology. This work is projected to be
completed by 2012.

For the tanks that have been emptied and cleaned, there is remaining
contamination that should be reclassified as incidental waste so the tanks can be
closed in place. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission will make this
determination.



Fernald — Sue Walpole

Site cleanup is 89% complete, with the Silos cleanup representing most of the
remaining work.

Closure date is June 2006 for management of the site to be transferred to the
Office of Legacy Management (LM).

The Board is meeting in January 2006, when it will discuss the Board’s legacy
from now through September 2006. DOE/EM has promised to refurbish a
building for use as a visitors’ center/education facility/reading room. The Board
will work with the community on this.

LM is fully engaged at the site; the LM site manager has been named and will be
on site full time beginning in January 2006.

The Board is working on the Institutional Controls Plan, the bible from which LM
will manage the site.

NEXT CONFERENCE CALL

Ms. Nielson set the date for the next Chairs’ conference call for Thursday, February 16 at
3:00 p.m. Eastern time.

Ms. Nielson thanked everyone for participating.



