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Top Three Issues 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board

Disposal Site for Silos 1 & 2 Waste
DOE has not secured a final disposal site for the Silos 1 & 2 waste.  The Record of 
Decision designates the Nevada Test Site, but the State of Nevada has threatened legal 
actions to prevent shipment of the waste to NTS.  Stabilized and packaged waste might 
be sent to WCS for storage.

Post-Closure Education & Outreach 
The FCAB believes ongoing community awareness of the Fernald site’s full history is 
critical for the long-term protection of human health and the environment, as well as 
sustained community acceptance of the remedy.  The FCAB continues to push for an 
on-site education facility and appropriate management of information resources.

Transition of Site from EM to LM
EM plans to shift management of the physical Fernald site to LM in April 2006. There 
are significant issues to resolve both before and after that date (e.g., disposal of silos 
waste, settlement of the NRD claim, selection of LM contractors, determination of 
public facilities for education & outreach, formation of an LSO).
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Top Three Issues 
Hanford Advisory Board

Impacts from Potential Budget Cuts

Strategic Decision-making in the Central Plateau

Pre-1970 Buried Waste
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Top Three Issues 
Idaho Citizens Advisory Board

Protection of the Snake River Aquifer
The INEEL CAB is concerned about contamination of the aquifer and supports 
targeted excavation of buried waste containing transuranic (TRU) waste and volatile 
organic compounds.  Other protective measures include closure of the high-level 
waste tanks and continued long-term water monitoring.

Contingency Plans for Yucca Mountain
The INEEL CAB is concerned about the continued delays in opening Yucca 
Mountain and the effect on the Idaho National Laboratory (INL) plans for cleanup.
We recommend that DOE make contingency plans for waste under its purview that 
has been slated for disposal at Yucca Mountain.
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Top Three Issues 
Idaho Citizens Advisory Board

Effect of the Nuclear Energy Mission at INL
All of the major contractors at INL are being changed and overall management of the site 
is being reorganized using two contractors, one for cleanup and one for nuclear energy. 
This wholesale changeover of contractors has slowed long term planning for cleanup.  
The CAB is concerned about the pace of major cleanup projects such as the high level 
waste tanks, remaining liquid waste in the tanks, solidified high level waste, and stored 
and buried TRU waste.  The CAB is concerned about the  utilization of the workforce as 
they move to these new contractors.  The CAB is also concerned about generation of new 
waste, especially from the nuclear energy mission.  Most of the facilities for dealing with 
such waste are being decommissioned and closed, and we wonder how the new waste will 
be managed. 
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Top Two Issues 
Community Advisory Board for Nevada Test Site Programs

Underground Test Area (UGTA) Project Recommendation
Background

828 historical underground nuclear tests conducted at the NTS released ~132 million 
curies of radioactivity into subsurface regions

Stakeholders concerned that contaminants may migrate offsite
Independent peer review of UGTA project strategy conducted
DOE invited CAB to study issue and provide recommendation for future well siting 

CAB Issues Formal Recommendation Letter to DOE NSO – February 9, 2005

Fund / install a system of 3 wells strategically located down gradient of region where 
major testing occurred; up gradient of the residents of Oasis Valley, Beatty, and 
Amargosa, NV

Status
Formal response from DOE pending
CAB preparing detailed white paper providing background, rationale for 

recommendations, and bibliography for submittal to DOE
CAB continuing to provide status reports to interested stakeholders
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Top Two Issues 
Community Advisory Board for Nevada Test Site Programs

RCRA Part B Permit Application- if granted, would allow the NTS to accept and 
dispose of mixed low-level waste (MLLW) from off-site generators

Background
Since 1987 the NTS has safely disposed on-site generated mixed wastes in an 

unlined facility 
February 2000:  Waste Management Programmatic Environmental Impact 

Statement identified the NTS as one of two sites tasked with disposing both low-
level and mixed low-level waste (MLLW) for DOE sites throughout the country

March 2000 – April 2005:  NTS working with the State of Nevada on the permit
application, which specifically included plans to use existing unlined mixed 
waste disposal unit
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Top Three Issues 
Northern New Mexico Citizens' Advisory Board

Protection of Groundwater
We still don’t know what’s there.
Will implementation of NMED Order protect the groundwater?

Implementation of NMED Order and Lack of Funds
Budget – it will cost much, much more than estimated.
Estimates range up to $ 700 M shortfall.
Completion Report Due at 2015 is unrealistic.

Just How Important are the SSABs to DOE?  

Are we valued or should we all go home?
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Top Three Issues 
Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board

Closure Conditions for the East Tennessee Technology Park  (K-25 gaseous 
diffusion plant) for industrial use  in 2008

A classified burial ground will be left in place: appearance, security controls are issues

TSCA Incinerator will now operate past 2006: a new DOE contractor will be named, 
incinerator may make site less attractive for reindustrialization, D&D work will be 
pushed past 2008 closure date

Historical preservation is uncertain: MOA is signed, but funding and management issues 
are unresolved

Site conditions may hinder reindustrialization: deed constraints will be needed, 
infrastructure questionable, onsite landfill may make site less attractive
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Top Three Issues 
Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board

Stewardship

No clear understanding as to what federal program will have long-term stewardship 
responsibility

ORSSAB is working to ensure that the necessary stewardship components are captured 
so that information and requirements are available to whatever program takes on this 
responsibility

Waste Issues

Lack of contingency planning

Lack of disposition pathway to WIPP for Oak Ridge RH TRU

Lack of disposition pathway for some wastes
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Top Three Issues 
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant Citizens Advisory Board

Transportation of Waste

From June to August 2004, several waste transportation and disposal incidents 
resulted in the need for a stand down. 

A full and thorough review of the Paducah waste program was conducted, numerous 
improvement opportunities and corrective actions were identified.

Landfill disposal resumed in November 2004 and off-site shipments (other than to 
NTS) resumed in January 2005.  NTS shipments should resume in June 2005 
following re-certification of the Paducah program.

Suspension of  shipments is having significant impact on several projects. 
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Top Three Issues 
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant Citizens Advisory Board

Waste Disposition
Projects affected:

Scrap Metal
Wide variety of materials exist in scrap piles

DOE Material Storage Areas (DMSA)
Ongoing characterization and disposal of material and equipment

Legacy Waste
Ongoing characterization and disposal and/or recycling of Legacy Waste 

All waste disposition projects are experiencing delays due to recent transportation issues.
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Top Three Issues 
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant Citizens Advisory Board

Concern Over Award of Remediation Contract

DOE awarded a $303 million environmental contract 

Bidders have filed a total of 11 protests 

DOE decided  to reconsider both technical and cost evaluations given by bidders in 
making a new award decision. 

Local leaders met with Bodman concerning continued delays that could potentially hurt 
federal cleanup funding.

Bodman has ordered an internal review of the procurement process that has dragged on 
for more than a year. 

Bechtel Jacobs Company LLC has repeatedly been extended and could be extended 
again if a replacement isn’t picked by the end of August.
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Top Three Issues
Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board

Future Public Involvement Post-Closure

In its last session, Congress approved legislation creating Local Stakeholder 
Organizations (LSOs) at DOE’s three closure sites:  Rocky Flats, Fernald, and 
Mound.

The legislation states that: “The local stakeholder organization shall be established in 
consultation with interested elected officials of local governments in the vicinity 
of the closure site concerned” and “shall be composed of such elected officials of 
locals governments…as the Secretary of Energy considers appropriate to carry 
out the responsibilities set forth…or the designees of such elected officials.”

The elected officials in the vicinity of Rocky Flats have taken a position that they alone 
will be members of the LSO with full voting rights, while a lesser and unequal 
role will be created for non-elected persons.

The official and consistent position of the Rocky Flats CAB is that the LSO 
membership should include the broadest range of area stakeholders and that all 
members should have rights to full and equal participation.
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Top Three Issues 
Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board

Decreased Funding for Other DOE Sites

When closure sites such as Rocky Flats were first created, cleanup funds from other 
DOE sites were diverted in order to accelerate the cleanup at these closure sites.

A selling point for this program was that funding levels at the other DOE sites would 
eventually be restored once the accelerated closure sites were cleaned up.

We now are learning that funding levels for the other DOE sites will not be increased 
proportionately once cleanup at the accelerated closure sites is achieved.

The Board believes DOE should demonstrate the same commitment to cleanup at sites 
from which money was diverted as it did to the accelerated closure sites by 
restoring previous funding levels.
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Top Three Issues
Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board

Sharing Lessons Learned

The Rocky Flats CAB will cease operations once regulatory closure of the site is 
achieved, estimated sometime in late summer 2006.

The Board is concerned how lessons learned from Rocky Flats cleanup will be shared 
with other sites that are still engaged in a cleanup program.

Important lessons learned also must be shared as the site transitions from 
Environmental Management to Legacy Management.

With the transfer of former weapons complex sites from EM to other DOE programs, 
the make-up of the current EM SSAB will be dramatically altered, which will 
have a significant impact on the ability of stakeholders nationwide to share 
lessons learned and address issues of common concern.

The Rocky Flats CAB believes that some mechanism to allow continuing dialogue 
between the current EM SSAB members should be developed.
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Top Three Issues 
Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board

High Level Waste Disposition
Board is providing input on low curie salt, the actinide removal process, saltstone, waste 
removal, interim tank and associated infrastructure closure, and salt waste processing.  
The U. S. Congress passed the National Defense Authorization Act of FY05 which 
included provisions for determining which portions of nuclear wastes do not require 
permanent isolation in a deep geologic repository. Section 3116 allows DOE, in 
consultation with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and possibly the National 
Academy of Sciences, and pursuant to a State of South Carolina permit or closure plan to 
move forward with salt waste processing plans and tank closures. FFA commitment dates 
have been revised for the next two tank closures to October 31, 2006, (Tank 19) and 
February 28, 2007, (Tank 18).
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Top Three Issues 
Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board

Disposition of EM-Owned Plutonium and Orphan Material Without A Disposition 
Path That May Come to SRS

Changes to the Surplus Plutonium Disposition Program during FY’02 led to the 
cancellation of the proposed Immobilization facility.  The specific disposition path for this 
nuclear material has not been determined, but a proposed strategy is expected in the 
coming year. Cost effectiveness and security aspects of plutonium management are some 
of the issues that are being evaluated and while no decision has been made.  As DOE 
continues with accelerated cleanup activities, there remains a small inventory of 
miscellaneous nuclear materials without a disposition path.  The expedited development of 
a complete, integrated and well-considered plan for the disposition of all excess plutonium 
is needed to preclude unnecessary long-term storage of plutonium at SRS
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Top Three Issues 
Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board

Transuranic (TRU) Waste Program
Approximately half of the 30,000 TRU waste drums have already been shipped to WIPP. 
High activity TRU (mostly Pu238 wastes) and non-drummed TRU waste remains a 
challenge, but innovative approaches are being explored to prepare these wastes for 
shipment. Some of the challenges facing the acceleration of TRU waste shipments include:

Success of the Modular Repackaging Facility for drum remediation
Nuclear Regulatory Commission approval of the TRUPACT III shipping containers   

in time to support the FY08 completion of legacy TRU wastes
Regulatory relief on transportation for curie and wattage (for high activity TRU)
Large container assay and x-ray equipment
WIPP support of the SRS accelerated shipping rate including transportation resources   

and certification of large container characterization equipment 
Limited intrusive repackaging for large containers and high curie drum waste
Utilization of existing SRS facilities for repackaging/remediation of high activity 

Pu-238 non-drummed waste while ensuring worker safety
Obtaining RCRA Part B permit(s) for closure of appropriate pads 


