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DOE’s FERNALD CLOSURE SITE NAMED PMI 2007 PROJECT OF THE YEAR 

Cincinnati  – The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) today announced that the Project Management Institute (PMI) 
has awarded its 2007 Project of the Year to DOE’s Fernald Closure Project. The prestigious award was presented at 
the PMI Global Congress 2007 – North America reception held October 6, 2007 in Atlanta.   

The Fernald Closure Project was a former uranium processing facility located 18 miles northwest of Cincinnati that 
produced uranium metal for use throughout the nuclear weapons complex during the Cold War era.  After nearly 
four decades of operations, the Department and its contractors began restoration of the contaminated site in 1991 
that included clean up of six waste pits, soil and groundwater remediation, waste treatment and disposal, demolition 
of more than 300 buildings and ecological restoration of 900 acres of the site. 

In January 2007, U.S. Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman traveled to Southwestern Ohio to mark the closure of 
Fernald and two other Ohio sites at a ceremony held at the former Fernald Closure Project.   

“Being awarded the PMI Project of the Year Award for a second year in row is a great honor for the Department of 
Energy. This year’s award recognizes the safe cleanup and closure efforts by our dedicated DOE professionals and 
our contractor, the Fluor Corporation.,” said James Rispoli, Assistant Secretary of Energy for Environmental 
Management. “We are applying the important lessons from successful closure projects like the Fernald and Rocky 
Flats Closure Projects to the many former Cold War weapons material production sites the Department is closing 
across the Nation.”  

DOE’s Rocky Flats Closure Project was awarded the PMI 2006 Project of the Year.  

DOE working with the Fluor Corporation, State and Federal regulators and community leaders and environmental 
groups, established a level of trust with the surrounding community to meet closure milestones that successfully 
ended the Office of Environmental Management mission at the Fernald Closure Project.  Today, the Fernald 
Preserve is wildlife sanctuary with a planned education center construction run by the DOE Office of Legacy 
Management.  The Fluor Corporation joined the project in 1992 and declared project completion in October 2006.   

The DOE Fernald Closure Project Director, Johnny Reising said, “this award is a tribute to DOE, Fluor Fernald, the 
regulators, our stakeholders and the entire team as we overcame  significant challenges to accomplish our mutual 
objectives.  All of the DOE staff that worked at the site had a true sense of safety, ownership and accountability 
related to completing the closure.”  
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The successful completion of the Fernald Closure Project included:  

• Completing work 12 years faster and for almost $8 billion less than original estimates.  

• Remediation of Waste Pits - Shipped 975,000 tons, 154 unit trains, 9,100 railcars, with 581,400 miles 
traveled. 

 
• Outstanding Safety Performance - Excavation crews worked without an OSHA recordable injury during the 

entire 6-years of operation. 
 

• Removal of Uranium Product - 31 million pounds of nuclear materials packaged and shipped off-site. 
 

• Remediation of Silos 1 & 2 Uranium Production Byproduct Materials - 9,000 cubic yards in 1888 trucks 
(3,776 canisters) shipped off-site. Drivers logged nearly 5 million miles without incident during the 10-
month shipping campaign.    

 
• Safely disposing of more than 3 million cubic yards of contaminated soil and building debris in an on-site 

engineered disposal facility. 

The PMI Project of the Year is one of the world’s most prestigious project management awards, which recognizes 
and honors the accomplishments of the winning project team for superior and exemplary project management.  With 
nearly 220,000 members in more than 150 countries, PMI is the leading membership association for the project 
management profession.  PMI is actively engaged in advocacy for the profession, setting professional standards, 
conducting research and providing access to a wealth of information and resources.
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