[6450-01-P]
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Amended Record of Decision: Idaho High-Level Waste and Facilities Disposition Final
Environmental Impact Statement

AGENCY: Department of Energy
ACTION: Amended Record of Decision

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is amending its Record of Decision
(ROD) published December 19, 2005 (70 Federal Register [FR] 75165), pursuant to the /daho
High-Level Waste and Facilities Disposition Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS)
(DOE/EIS-0287, September 2002). The Final EIS analyzed two sets of alternatives for
accomplishing DOE’s proposed actions regarding the Idaho Nuclear Technology and
Engineering Center (INTEC): (1) waste processing alternatives and (2) facility disposition
alternatives.

As described in this Amended ROD, DOE has decided to conduct performance-based closure of
the INTEC Tank Farm Facility (TFF). Performance-based closure of the TFF and TFF system
includes removing waste to the maximum extent practical from the eleven 300,000-gallon and
four 30,000-gallon belowgrade stainless steel tanks, the associated piping, valve boxes,
encasements, and vaults, and grouting and disposing of the stabilized residuals in place. Closure
of the TFF will be carried out pursuant to closure plans approved by the State of Idaho under its
Hazardous Waste Management Act (HWMA).

DOE’s decision has been made following the Secretary of Energy’s (Secretary’s) Determination,
in consultation with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), that the stabilized
residuals in the TFF and TEF system meet the criteria in Section 3116(a) of the Ronald W.
Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (NDAA). Therefore, by
operation of Section 3116(a), this material is not high-level radioactive waste (HLW) and may be
disposed of in place. A Federal Register Notice of Availability of the Secretary’s Section 3116
Determination is being provided separately and concurrently with this ROD.

In DOE’s initial ROD, DOE decided, among other things, to pursue a phased decision-making
process and stated its plan to issue an amended ROD in 2006 specifically addressing closure of
the TFF, in coordination with the Secretary’s Determination under Section 3116. As explained
in the initial ROD, the State of Idaho, as a cooperating agency on the Draft and Final EIS, stated
that it would continue to coordinate with DOE and the NRC, as appropriate, regarding Section
3116 activities.

This decision to conduct performance-based closure of the TFF does not affect decisions made in
the initial ROD concerning: performance-based closure of other existing facilitics directly related
to the HLW Program; planned clean closure of newly constructed waste processing facilities
needed to implement the initial ROD; steam reforming treatment of sodium-bearing waste






